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MEMOIR OF MRS, HUDSON KIRBY, OF 
THE VICTORIA. 


Tuts talented and favourite actress, who we 
are about to give some particulars of, was 
born at Plymouth, in Devonshire, in the 
year 1825. Her father was a most respect- 
able man in the shipping business. From 
an infant, Mrs. Kirby was fond of books, 
and after her father’s death, at about nine- 
teen years of age, she began to read Shak- 
spere with such interest, that her whole 
conversation was that of becoming an 
actress, and after repeated controversies 
with her friends, she began to study the 
juvenile tragic characters of our immortal 
bard. Many and repeated applications 
were made by her to various managers for 
a trial of her abilities; after great persua- 
sion, an engagement was offered her by the 
manager of the Sunderland circuit, where 
she ultimately appeared as Miss Indhille, 
(an assumed name) in the character of 
Maria, in the play of the School for Scandal, 
The acting of our young heroine was so 
successful, that the manager at once gave 
her a more prominent character, and the 
part she next played was Desdemona. Here 
her abilities shone forth so satisfactorily, 
that she became a decided favourite, and 
she was cast for all the juvenile tragic parts, 
which her youthful figure was so well 
adapted for. After remaining some months 
at Newcastle, an engagement was offered 
her at Liverpool, where she met with Mr. 
H. Kirby, her late husband; being both 
engaged for the Glasgow Theatre, an in- 
tamacy took place, and the result was her 


June, 1845. After her marriage she sel- 
dom appeared on the stage, only on occasion 
of her husband’s benefits. 

In the year 1848, Mr. Hudson and her 
son died, and she has since returned per- 
manently to the stage, At this time the 
subject of our memoir’s health was much 
impaired, and her medical adviser recom- 
mended change of air, and she obtained a 
lucrative engagement with Mr. Bennett, in 
the Worcester, Shrewsbury, and Coventry 
circuit, where she won golden opinions from 
all who witnessed her performances. 

At this juncture, Mr. Watt, late proprie- 
tor of the Marylebone and Olympic Theatres, 
offered her an excellent engagement, which 
she accepted, and at the death of Mr. Watt 
she returned to her native place, Plymouth, 
where she played for some months, and 
where she was received with immense en- 
thusiasm. At the conclusion of the season 
she returned to London, and the late Mr. 
Osbaldiston, the proprietor of the Victoria 
Theatre, having offered her very advan- 
tageous terms, they were accepted, and where 
she plays all the leading characters, and is a 
most decided favourite with the public. 

Mrs. Kirby is about the middle size in 
stature, a well proportioned figure, and 
pleasing features. Her bearing on the 


an actress are very considerable, being able 
to dance and sing; she is equally clever 
either in tragedy or comedy and is an ac- 
quisition to any company she is a member 
of. We should be glad to see her at 
Drury Lane, where she would have a wider 








mirriage with Mr. Kirby, on the 30th of 





field for the display of her talents. 


stage is very lady-like, and her requisites as . 
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"METROPOLITAN | THEATRES, 


DRURY LANE, 


Mr. Bunn, the most experienced and 
talented Manager is busy beyond any for- 
mer period of his management, in catering 
for the public amusement. The theatre in 
itself will undergo as complete an alteration 
as if Halequin had waved his magic wand, 
and will present an appearance at once costly 
and magnificent. The prevailing colours, 
will be light blue and white, heightened by 
a series of superb gold ornaments, newly 
arrived from Paris, the ceiling, painted in 
the purest style of Louis XIV., is a most 
chaste and gorgeous work of art. The up- 
holstery throughout is being prepared in 
perfect correspondence, and, to give full 
effect to so much brilliancy, a new chande- 
lier will be provided, and a thorough re- 
movation ofthe whole gas apparatus will 
take place. The pantomime, entitled, we 
hear, Harlequin Hogarth; .or, The Two 
London. Prentices, is to be supported by the 
inimitable Payne, the Marshalls, Sylvani, 
Baines, and several others, and amongst 
thém a whole, flight..of Balerinas. Miss 
Glynn, who is to make her debut on the 26th. 
inst., willbe supported by Mr. Anderson, 
the'late lessee. It is intended to produce 
English Operas, upon a scale hitherto un- 
precedented. ‘The name of Mr. Reeves is 
in itself a legion, but incase of accident, 
indisposition, &c., a tenor of the highest 
promise will make his appearnce ; we also 
hear that Mr. Travers is engaged, In ad- 
dition to Mrs. Sims Reeves, we have already 
drawn attention to Madame Garcia, one of 
the most surprising sopranos yet heard on 
our stage; and to these. is, added Miss 
Crichton, of the Royal Academy, a pupil of 
the eminent master, Garcia; husband of 
Malibran. Miss P. Horton will be an ex- 
cellent contralto, and Miss F,, Huddart is 
engaged as second toher. For basses and 
baritones, we hear of Muller, Drayton, and 
others, nor must we forget a word in favour 
of that popular vocalist, Miss Rebecca 
Isaacs.. A band of sixty performers, led by 
Oury, and embodying some of our first solo 
instrumentalists, is permanently engaged, 
and the largest and most efficient chorus the 
theatre has ever yet employed. We are 
glad to be enabled to state that works by 











Balfe, John Barnett, Loder, and Macfarren, 
have been acceped, in addition to one by 
Benedict, whereby variety and eminence 
are sure to be provided. Balfe and Schira 
are appointed conductors; Maddison Morton, 
stage manager; Mr. William West, director 
of the spectacle. 


HAY MARKET. 

A novel, by M. Sandeau, recently adapted 
to the French stage by M. Regnier, the ac- 
tor, under the title of Mademoiselle de la 
Seigliere, has been exceedingly successful 
in Paris, from whence it has been transplan- 
ted to the boards of the Haymarket Theatre 
by Mr. Webster, who has entitled it The 
Man of Law. The story has been elabor- 
ated from rather slender materials into four 
acts, which might with positive advantage 
be curtailed into three. The characters are 
well drawn, and strikingly contrasted, and 
the language throughout is easy and elegant, 
with here and there some sharp and well 
directed sarcasms at social and _ political 
offenders. The plot is too long and inter- 
esting for our columns, but the piece affords 
some clever acting by Mr., Webster, and 
Mrs. Sterling who have the principle bysi- 
ness of the play in their characters. At the 
conclusion of the comedy, the curtain ‘was 
raised a second time in acknowledgmen 
of the vehement applause of the audience ; ; 
after which Mr. Webster announced the re- 
repetition of the piece, three nights in each 
week until further notice. 


SADLER'S WELLS, 
Mr. Phelps) has continued to»play \Sir 
Pertinax Mc. Sychophant;\in the play -of 
the Man of the World, with increased suc~ 
cess. The houses have been’ good every 
evening, the last night of performing before 
the holidays is to-morrow, when Miss Fitz 
patrick takes her benefit. The pantomime 
to use a theatrical phrase, is to be a regular 
stunner. 
PUNCH’S PLAYHOUSE, 
The performances at this theatre this 
week have been Simpson & Co., Breakfast 
for Two, Circumstantial Evidence, * and 
Counter Attraction, « pretty long evening's 
amusement. Jn the tarce of Breakfast for 
Two, Mr. Belton is ,yvery, amusing, ,and 
proves to be one of the best farce actors;we 
have, The third piece should be seen; by 
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all admirers of low debaniky, if it were only 
to witness the acting of Miss Marshall and 
Mr. Rogers, who are irristibly laughable. 
The piece is very cleverly written, and the 
characters original; then in the last piece 
we have John Reeve, with his imitation of 
English and Foreign performers, highly 
amusing in its way. 
ASTLEYS. 

The only equestrian performances in or 
about the metropolis are to be seen here, 
and at which house an evening may be 
most agreeably spent. The French com- 
pany have drawn very full houses, and great 
preparations are making for the holiday 
folks; the Christmas pantomime, from the 
prolific pen of Nelson Lee, is in active pre- 
paration, under the superintendence of the 
efficient stage-manager, Mr. 'I'hompson. 
It is styled Mr. and Mrs. Briggs; or, Har+ 
lequin and Punch’s Festival. Let it for the 
present suffice to say that Mr. Arthur Nel- 
son is to be the Clown, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Harvey will sustain the characters of Har- 
lequin and Columbine. 

BRITANNIA SALOON, 

Belinda Seagrave ; or, the Tempter and 
the Betrayer, is the title of a new drama 
performing here with deserved success. 
The dramatist has given us a truthful de- 
lineation of the foul means adopted by man 
in order to. triumph over innocence and 
virtue; and in so doing, not a letter has 
emanated from his pen calculated to give 
the least offence to the most fastidious of 
play-goerso’ He:has,in short, succeeded in 
his original intention, that’ is, ‘to paint a 
moral and) adorn a tale.” |! We regret our 
inability to. speak of the individual merits 
ofthe performers engaged therem; but it 
is\a' pleasing task having to commend one 
and all for the admirable manner in which 
they entered into the several characters 
assigned to them. On Monday next, we 
perceive, Mrs. S$. Lane makes an appeal to 
the public.. The bill of fare provided for 
the occasion is both varied and amusing ; 
and we have no hesitation in anticipating 
for the fair beneficiare a bumper. Such she 
richly deserves. 


THE: ROTUNDA, BLACKFRIARS ROAD. 
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grades of society, barlidulaay a hdhever thiere 
is anything to be met with as approaching 
theatricals. It has been our lot for many 
years to devote our pen to give notices of 
the more refined portions of places of amuse- 
ment than that which we are now about to 
criticise, that the humble classes of society 
should have places of amusement as well as 
the higher, there can be no doubt about it. 
If a man has not the means: to buy!a ten 
shilling hat he must be content towear 
one at four shillings and:nimepence. »So iit 
is as regards places of amusement, and here 
we find at the Rotunda=the \ Proprietor 
accommodates the middle classes of society 
with an entertainment for one penny to the 
pit, and to the boxes twopence ; this is really 
free trade, but. before we give any. account 
of the amusement, we beg ‘to inform) ‘our 
readers that the interior of the theatre called 
the Rotunda is spacious, comfortably: fitted 
up well lighted"& very; neatly decorated. 
When we entered \‘the boxes, a young lady 
was singing a very pretty ballad, which she 
executed in a very pleasing manner... After 
which Mr. Bennett gave) the ‘(Umbrella 
Courtship” very humoufously, and Mr. 
Crossy added materiall¥:to the amusemeiit 
by singing “‘ Toby Bray." «:'Then' we had 
some very extraordinary féats in Gymnastics 
by Herr Born and his infant son, A Ja Risley, 
the performance is really astonishing and 
must be seen to be appreciated, the child is 
six years of age, and surpasses any feats of 
the kind we have seen’; after this portion of 
the performance a Mr. Smith a Bass Singer 
gave several Songs very scientifically, and 
a Mr. Hill enlivened the concert by singing) 
‘* Paddy’s Wedding’’’ in an admirably comic 
style, the introduction of dialogue between 
the verses was spirited and witty, and kept 
the audience ina continued roar.of laughter, 
the whole ofourtwo-pennyworth concluded 
with a concert, by. the South American 
Minstrels, whose .singing and anecdotes 
were much applauded, Mr. W. Morgan the 
Manager, assisted in this portion of the 
entertainment, He has an excellent tenor 
voice, and sings with considerable science. 
We were well pleased to see the audience 
generally speaking so well dressed, and who 
witnessed the performance: very. peaceably 








‘We are amongst those who never feel sa- 
titi¢d ‘unless we can get a glimpse of all 


and orderly, which reflects: great credit 
upon the proprietor and manager. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Epwb. AmMAzon.—We are obliged by your flat- 
tering compliment upon our article of “ Ap- 
preciated Actors,” &c. We feel a perfect 
disgust at the proprietor you speak of play- 
ing Macduff, when there is an actor in the 
theatre like Mead, who is so well qualified to 
sustain the part. Miss Davenport, late, of 
m . Olympic, is in New York, doing well, 

POL Please to order the Journal of your 
~ senalaes who will get it for you; we really 
éannot send all over London. 

H. J.For the future, if you have any thing to 
communicate, be sure we have it not later 
than Monday, or.we cannot insert it. 

CHARLES Monro,—From, what you say, you 
certainly have many qualifications for the 
stage. Apply to Hoskins, No. 62, St. John’s 
Street Road, he gives lessons, and is a very 
gentlemanly man. 

Arrev Crus.—In our next we-shall give a 
notice of this elub. 

W. Harper.—We never did, nor ever will allow 
such a privilege to any.person, as you speak 
of; whenever it so happens we cannot attend 
onrselves, we invariably employ a disinterested 
and experienced person, 

Goprrey.—The Bulwer Club in ot next. 
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THE INFLUENCES. GF TRAGEDY. 
THERE is scarcely a human’ being, in all 
probability, with a thoughtful soul and an 
ideal nature, who has not experienced the 
feelings pourtrayed in Hlamlet—“ how weary, 
flat, stale, and unprofitable, seem. to me all 
the uses of this world,’,. And but for the 
restraint of religion, and, the doubt of a 
future state, and the reluctance not to be, 
suicide, would be more common, €ven than 
it is. 

We recollect. hearing Jerrold) say—-“ if 
one were quite certain of going to heaven, 
who would stay here?” But, strange to 
think, so great is the love of life; that men 
undergo the cruelest operations to preserve 
it for a few years. 

Tragedy appeals to the feelings generated 
by a solemn senge. ofthe dignity and im- 


seepeeenina 





sions can aie exist independently of that 
spiritual faith which tacitly recognises the 
immortal principle in man, in depicting the 
tortures of conscience, and the struggle to 
be free. 

There is no scope for tragic power ina 
philosophy of fatalism, in which the shadow 
of doom is of so deep a darkness, that we 
feel man is a machine in the hands of an 
inexorable destiny. But when we perceive 
that there are powers in the spirit which 
can never be extingnished by circumstance, 
that man is made in the image of God, 
tragedy is dignified in our hearts in its re- . 
presentation of the stormy conflicts within 
us and around us, and its influence is strong 
for the promotion of high action. 

It is the moral deadness of the ancient 
drama which precludes the possibility of its 
resuscitation, The moral and the spiritual 
are immortal; but a work of intellect and 
imagination, devoid of religion and sublime 
ethics, must in the course of time become a 
dead letter. The tragedies of former times, 
and even those of a century ago, are, be- 
coming so repulsive to the finer feelings we 
have attained, that it is a problem whether, 
with all the alterations so frequently made, 
they will retain possession of the stage very 
long. 

The dramas of the Elizabethan era, with. 


representation ; and this is the reason; why,, 
the drama has declined, our feelings, being, 
so much more fastidious than ancestors. 


glorified death, and shewn, us;the 


are aware. that Talfourd:,and Marston, in 
Ion and Strathmore, have done something, 
of the kind we want to be done, fer the 
exaltation of a tragic denouement, but .the 
acted drama is for the most part gloomy in 
the realms of tragedy, and a semi- sceptical 
spirit pervades some of our finest dramas. 
Let us hope that the drama of the future 
has a lofty mission for the elevation of, our 
minds, and that it will be greatly. instru- 
mental in fortifying us to, bear all evils, in 
imparting hope and aspiration ! 


GOUGH STREET. 





portance of life, The poetry of the pas- 


We make no doubt, out of every dng 
amateur performances we witness, the’ phi 


few exceptions, are now totally unfit, for). 


The love of life, we have, said, is strong, ;., 
in every heart, Tragedy, has: not, §) fliciently) , 
eauty.of ; 
a true life, crowned with martyrdom. We,, 
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of? the 2 aly of Lyons forms thirty-five out 
of “the number, so great a favourite is this 
play with them. On Friday last we wit- 
nessed if’ again, when two new aspirants 
for histrionic fame appeared in the prin- 
cipal characters. Upon this occasions we 
shall deviate from the general rule, and 
speak of the young lady first, being the 
most deserving. We understand her name 
is Horton, and not unlike the celebrated 
Priseilla in features, being of a light com- 
plexion, fair, and with very pleasing features, 
Her voice is silvery and melodious in its 
natural key, although far from being power- 
ful';'‘she is rather short, but her figure is 
nevertheless well-proportioned, and her 
general deportment on the stage is lady- 
like and pleasing. She appears very young, 
not more than eighteen at most, and alto- 
gether her personal qualifications are very 
mueh in her favour, Her articulation is 
clear and’ distinct, and it is evident her 
education has not been limited, her elocution 
being generally correct. With these advan- 
tages, Miss Horton commenced her career 
as anamateur in the character of Pauline, 
and. admirably well she performed her task, 
for a first‘attempt. In the garden scene 
she began sto’shew signs of promise ; her 
love for Melnotte appeared to increase by 
degrees; and she gave a softness and a pure 
feeling to'all she uttered. In the cottage 
scene; Whére ‘she is brought home to the 
miserable dwelling of Melnotte, she depicted 
grief, disip poihitment, atid revenge, in all 
their’ various stiatles 3 nd when taken away 
by Claes’ fee ite (the night, her last 
look ‘and’ $6B' us’ Hi¢att“breaking, and drew 
down ‘enthtsiastic’ applause. ., This, Scene, 
and ‘that’ where hér father consigns her to 
Beauseant, wher¢ the best’ portions, of her 
acting, ‘And now we must beg. of this 
young lady not to get into a whining man- 
ner of delivery, which she has a tinge of, 
and to endeavour to make the most of her 
person—not stoop quite so much—it is a 
fault many young ladies have, and we hope 
Miss Horton will try to avoid it. We can 
add, conscientiously, that her first attempt 
at acting was marked by intelligence and 
judicious study. ‘We must not omit the 
dressing of the ypart,| which! ‘bore evident 
proofy af, taste and experience; during the 
play she wore three, different, dresses, the 





last a pure white, which became her person 
particularly, Miss Baber, as the .Widow 
Melnotte, played with discrimination, but 
it is. evident she wants confidence. Miss 
Willoughby, as| Madame Deschapelles, 
wanted a’ little more consequence and 
authority, otherwise it was a well-merjted 


piece of acting. Of Mr. Bolton, we think ,/ 


he is a young man possessing much talent,;: 
he is well educated, and_his, voice sound and 


rich, ..His readings wére» correct; and he -' 


often rose to a hight of excellence)’ His 
conception was good and cérréct, but! he ‘is 
too hurried and enthtsiastic }’ sometimes, 
he gets into a state of ranting., , His action 
wants ease and grace—he has but two posi~ 
tions on the stage—one is. standing: with 
his hands) by his sides, and :his ‘eyes east 
down upon the stage, the other is quite the 
reverse, looking up with his arms and hands 
extended; and at the end of every sentence, 
he invariably clasps his hands together with 
such violence, that at the. end of the, per- 
formance they must have, been\in: a-state of 


high _fever.._These--are—faults-he-must get 


rid of; his acting, in other respects, was 
better than any ajiid , 

some time in this;chai . 

cote acted Colonel Dama’ capita sdpde gw 
he is an old stager in the! part.!) Wh 
L’Oste would have played Beauseant. in’ an 
artistical style, had he been well up in the 
part. He is improwing fast. At the con- 
clusion, Miss Horton, Mr. Bolton, and Mr. 
Heathcote; were loudly called for, and were 
congratulated, upon; their! performances. 










THEATRICALS 0IN: ‘CALIFORNIA. 

Our accounts from the ‘diggings ” are 
still more favourable than ever, that is, ’so 
far as the drama "i coneerméd. A’ new 
theatre had been erected ‘in:San Francisco 5 
it is called “*Maguire’s ‘New Jenny Lind 
Theatre.” — The atight’of' October 14, was 
set down for the opening. In the “an- 
nouncement Dill)’*‘the manager boasts’ of 
“the most attractive array of talent that 
ever visited the staté ;” and further on we 
read, “it is comprised of the ‘first artists 
in the Atlantic States,” and the manager’s 
intention is to make it the most-elegant and 
permanent theatre in California, and ‘to that 


end no expense has’ been ‘spared’ on’ this * 


temple devoted to ‘the legitimate’ drama.” 
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In describing the interior of the wae the 
San Francisco Morning Post says—* All 
who visit the theatre will agree with us in 
saying that the elegance and taste mani- 
fested in the finish of all the internal 
arrangement, the extreme beauty and 
brilliancy of the scenery, reflects the highest 
degree .of eredit upon the architect, Mr. 
John Terrence, and the scenic artist; Mr. 
John W. Fairchild. We are told in a 
‘*N. B.” appended to Mr. Maguire’s (the 
manager) announcement, that “the gallery 
has been fitted up in elegant style, ex- 
pressly for respectable coloured people!” 
Very amusing this. The pieces selected 
for the opening night were, Faint Heart 
never won Fair Lady, and All that Glitters 
is not Gold; and without proceeding fur- 
ther we shall content ourselves by giving 
simply the cast for each play, feeling cer- 
tain that in that particular alpne the public 
is interested, Maint Heart never won Fair 





Lady— 
Ruy Gome® sissensss.csce Mry Venne, 
The Marquis ............0. Mr. Mitchell, 
Oharles bl ... +4. Mri 3. B. Booth, 
Guzman ,, . Mr. Wright, 
Pedro ..... . Mr. Baker, 
The Duch Miss Carpenter, 


Leongta .ccs.s.-sbecevseeeee’ Mrs. Madden, 


All that Glitters é is wit Gold— 
Stephen Plum Mr, J. B. Booth, jun., 


oeeaeenne 








Joséph Plum .. . Mr. Mitchell, 
Frederick Plum . Mr. Venne 
Toby Twinkle Mr. F, M. Kent, 
Sir Arthur .......2.000. Mr. A. Wright, 
FORD | 00 ccc cove docece sve Mr. West, 

Workmen ............ Messrs. Rogers & Baldwin, 


Martha Gibbs ....... Mrs. E. Weodward, 
Lady Valeria .......... Miss Carpenter, 
Lady Leatherbridge Miss S. Montague. 


DESTRUCTION OF THE NORTH SHIELDS 
THEATRE, 

An awful fire broke out in the theatre, 
Union Street; North Shields, which in less 
than three hours effected the entire destruc- 
tion of the building. “There had been a 
performance in the theatre on the previous 
evening, and about a quarter to twelve the 
gas was turned off at the main, and the 
house closed.’ “Aboutttenty! minutes past 
twelve the fire was discovered by the police, 
and notwithstanding the ‘éngines were 
shortly on the sda from ‘the Sun Office, 
from South Shields, and from Tynemouth 
Garrison, the flatts raged till the whole 
edifice was oh’ ‘éhtire ruin, The fire will 
prove most calamitous to Mr. Roxby, the 
manager, The, building was ensured at 
one-third its value; the scenery and pro- 





perties were not insured, ‘arid his ‘loss’ is 

estimated at not less than £2000. Mr. R’s, 

wardrobe was equal to many, and superior 

to most, in provincial theatres in the king- 

dom. A quantity of court dresses of the 

time of the early Georges, a large musical 

library, and about 160 scenes, which, with 

the exception of five or six, are all de- 

stroyed. The beautiful drop scene, painted 

by Mr. Wm. Beverly, and some very fine 

scenes painted by a pupil of that gentle-. 
man, for a new piece to have been brought 

out during the Christmas holidays, are 

burnt. The orign of the fire has net 

been discovered. The theatre, which ‘is 

the property of Mr. Roxby, will be re- 

built, and that gentleman will spare no 
expense to make it a handsome and com- 
modious structure. 
PROVINCIALS. 

LivERPOOL.—THEATRE Royar.—Mr. Charles 
Pitt, of domestic celebrity, as a tragedian, and 
who has recently returned from a successful 
tour in the United States, made his first’ debut 
here on Thursday last, in Macbeth. |He is con- 
siderably improved since his connexion’ with the 
Theatre Royal, in Manchester. “He enacted! the 
Deformed and "Subtle Tyrant, (Gloster, )to a beg- 
garly account ‘of boxes, pit, and gallery, Sitar’ 
day evening, which we regret to chronicle, for’ 
the respect we entertain of the gentleman’s' 
abilities, and the enterprise of the lesseé, We’ 
will not impeach the taste of the Liverpoolo- ' 
nians, or Liverites, but rather ‘attribute’ it’to"' 
the very numerous and active competition ‘that’ 
at present exists in the town, in'the endless’ atid’ 
varied catalogue of attractions! this evening” 
(Wednesday,} Mr. Pitt-takes! his:ibevefit, ‘enaé- 
ting the Gamester, $c., \whem we tiusty ‘he! will ? 
have a hearty tesponse, The Lebanon company 
(natives of Syria.) are illustrating the’ usuages, 
and forms of their country, whieh are’ peculiarly” 
interesting, from the wide distinction and differs: 
ence of Europeam habits, In the farce of ‘Two 
Gregories, on Saturday evening, Messrs, Ferry, 
Worboys, Hale, Mulford, and Mrs, Harker, and 
Miss Fanny Baker, were extremely vivacious 
and facetious. 

Royat AMPHITHEATRE,— The equestrian 
company at this popular honse have been emi- 
nently successful, and we apprehend’ niany will 
regret their visit is of sach short duration. The’ 








talents of the French ‘and American ‘arena are’ 
dovetailed or amalgamated)/and there is such an’ 
equilibrium of merit: and ‘unrivalled ability with"! 
the several artists iu their respective depart: ~ 
ments, that it is difficult to signalise snpeiority,'~ 





Of course, there is a marked and erceptible'!’ 
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etiquette and courtesy with the French troupe, 
superior,to the ‘* calculating,’ dare-devil, go-a- 
head spirit of Brother Jonathan: but it would 
be no easy matter to eclipse this equestrian 
corps. The company boasts of M‘Cullum, the 
intrepid somersault thrower ; Stone, the prairie 
horseman ; the classic and unmatched brothers 
Elliott ; young Leon Soullior, the phenomena of 
the age; Signor Henrico, the modern Sampson 
and necremancer ; Vilderini, whose elasticity is 
the theme of admiration; and a host of others, 
including Messrs, Kemp and Doughty, as gro- 
tesque and clown, whose extraordinary exploits 
justify us in saying they are the first equestrian 
troupe of the day. 

ADELPHI THEATRE,—The fortunes of this 
house glide on in the usual satisfactory manner, 
the actors and audience apparently being on the 
most familiar and reciprocal terms. The melo- 
drama is the order of the day, which is for the 
most part, pretty well got up, the company being 
most pains-taking in their endeavours to please. 
Mr. Hill, and Mrs. Appleby, create quite a 
furore in their line. | Mr. Rae-is alsoa great fa- 
vourite;, who by the bye, takes a_ benefit Dec. 
19th., presenting a capital bill of fare., On 
Monday evening, the military drama, A Soldiers’ 
Progress, also. the Bohemians, or the Rogues of 
Paris, -were produced, 

MANCHESTER. THEATRE RovAL.— During 
the;, past, week numerous benefits have taken 
place, including these, of Miss Isaacs, Mr. 
Whitworth, Mr, Anthony, and Mr, Allen, and 
we.are happy to say that the various appeals 
have. been heartily responed to... That. of Mr. 
Allen on.,.Friday, was, very well attended; the 
pieces, were Maritana, a ballet divertisement, 
in, which ,Madile, Louise Le Clerq appeared, 
and the, 2nd, and 3rd.acts.of Auber’s Masuniello, 
inja)l of .which, the, artists acquitted themselves 
in,a style worthy, ef much, praise, 

Feee )Trapde-iHarn— Monday Evening 
Concerts+The concert of Monday, the 8th. 
was, very well attended, andvin addition to the 
usual artists,'we had: the pleasure of hearing the 
Brothers,» Mollenhaner, im: two duets on the 
violit,'| they «play: with great: skill and: taste 
Perring, sung the célebrated scena’ from La 
Somnambula, “Allis lost now,’’ with great taste 
and feeling: indeed, this gentleman is a great 
favourite. The ever welcome harmonised air, 
The last Rose of Summer, was beautifully sung 
by the choir, who are deserving of great praise. 

Mecuanics, InstTiruTioN.—SATURDAY EvE- 
NING, ConcERTS.-+The. Concert of Saturday last 
was\not ,so).well attended as it deserved; the 
band. as, usual. was, the principle feature, which 
played.some very beautiful: pieces from some of 
the;pxineiple operas: The, vocalists were Miss 
Shaw, and Miss.C. Drayton, both of whom gave 
great satisfaction, and were encored. We see 


| 


Mayor is to preside, when we hope there will be 
a good mustor. 

WooLwicu THEATRE.—A fashionable and 
crowded auditory assembled on Monday last, to 
witness the appearance of Mr. Henry Betty, at 
our theatre. ‘The part chosen for the occassion, 
was that of Cardinal Richelieu, a character in 
which, since the retirement of Mr. Macready, 
he has been pronounced to stand ufrivalled: 
The house, although so densely. throngeéd, \lis- 
tened to the play with the utmost aftentian, 
broke only by enthusiastic plaudits, atthe fine 
touches of natural pathos, or at those, dazling 
bursts of electric fire, which distinguish the ac- 
ting of Mr. Betty. Those who have not seen 
this great actor in this role can have but a very 
limited conception of his vast and varied power. 
We have seldom, if ever, witnessed: a more bril- 
liant, animated, and finished performance.—Miss 
Edith Herand, a fair debutant for histrionie 
honours, was the Jnlie de Mortemar of the eve. 
ning. Her appearance excited expectation, 
and her performance gave indications of a pow- 
erful genius that only requires time to ripen for 
perfection, At the conclusion, Mr. Betty and 
Miss Heraud were summoned before the curtain, 
and hailed with lond and coutinued cheers, 


SoutH SwHiecps.~—In consequence of the 
destruction by fire of the North Shields Theatre, 
this theatre is open every evening;: the per- 
formances commenced with the Merchant of 
Venice and Don Cesar de Bazan. 


WorcesteR.—DINNER TO MR. BENNETT.— 
As a mark of respect towards the late lessee 
and manager of the Theatre Royal in this city, 
that gentleman was invited toa public enter- 
tainment at the Crown Inn, on Thursday last, on 
which occasion about sixty gentlemen testified 
their appreciation of his past services, and 
meritorious management of theatricals here, 
during the lengthened period of twenty-five 
years, by dining together, under the able presi- 
dency of W.S. P. Hughes, Esq. The vtce chair 
was efficiently ocenpied- by R. T. Rea, Esq., 
who discharged. his; duties with, the tack and 
bonhomie by which he is so much characterised, 
An elegant repast was provided, under the 
superintendence of Mr. Barnett, which gave 
much satisfaction. 








OUR LITTLE CHATTER Box. 





Mr. BuckstTone has, written the pantomime 
for the Amphitheatre, at Liverpool, 


Mrs, BuTer (late Fanny Kemble) has, dur- 
ing the past week been. attracting large andi- 
ences at Manchester and Liverpool with her 
Shaksperian readings, She will revisit the north 
after Christmas, tes 


Mr. GRAHAM has ‘left! Sadlét’s Wells and 





that|jou, Saturday next, the Worshipful the 


joined the Princess’s company, ; 
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Mr. Bunn’s arrangements for Drury Lane in- 
cludes an engagement of Miss Helen Fancit, 
for a limited number of nights. Weare glad 
to find this lady’s love for her art, which she 
prosecuted for the noblest ends, has induced 
her for a time, however short, to re-appear be- 
fore the London public, with whom the pro- 
bability of her withdrawal from the srage formed 
matter of general regret. It is understood that 
she will retain, during the brief period of her 
performances, the name with which they have 
ulways been familiar. 


Mapame CeLeste.—This lady has been ex- 
tremely successful in the new world; she is 
now at Boston. 


Monsikur Ronin will re-open his establish- 
ment in London on the 26th, 


Mrs. Barrow (late Miss Julia Bennett) has 
gone to New Orleans, where she was to appear 
on the Ist of this month. Her engagement at 
Chicago was most successful. 


STRAND. — PuNncH’s PLAYHOUsE. — Messrs. 
Hale and Talfourd’s burlesque, to be produced 
at Christmas, is entitled The Willow Pattern 
Plate. 


Mr. Ticgury is engaged at Drury Lane; also 
Mr. Walter Shelly, of provincial fame. 


Tue Curistmas ENTERTAINMENTS, — The 
burlesqne at the Haymarket is by the Brothers 
Brough ; Planche is the author of the Lyceum 
extravaganza ; ‘Tom Taylor has furnished one of 
his witty mythological pieces for the Adelphi ; 
the pantomime at the Princess’s is by Sala: 
Nelson Lee has supplied the pantomime. for 
Drury Lane, and his own theatre, the City of 
London; Mr. L. Blanchard furnishes the 
Christmas fun for the Surrey and Marylebone 
Theatres ; and Mr. George Rodwell the holiday 
pantomime for Astley’s. 





MODEL EPITAPH 
IN A COUNTRY CHURCHYARD, 
Here lies the body of Ephraim Snubbs, 
Who got his liviug by mending tubs. 
He caught his death while it wat rainin’ 
And met his fate without ee 





ADVERTISEMENTS, 


KOSSUTH, the HUNGARIAN WARRIOR. 
— BLOOMER COSTUME: Five beautiful 
varieties, by which the public may judge 
if this dress can ever become popular, are now 
added to MADAME TUSSAUD and SON’S 
EXHIBITION,.—Admission—Large Room and 
Hall of Kings, 1s.; Napoleon’s Shrine and 
Chamber of Horrors, 6€4.—Open from 11 till 
dusk, and -from 7 till 10.—BAZAAR, Baker 
Street, Portman Square. 





SOHO THEATRE, (late Miss Kelly’s) 73, 
Dean Street, Soho. The above elegant Theatre 
(which has been splendidly decorated and will 
contain 700 persons) to let, nightly or weekly, 
for public or private performances, concerts, 
lectures, private rehearsals, “&c. Charge for 
concert (including gas) £5, Mr. Gilbert ‘pre- 
pares pupils for the stage, comprising instruc- 
tion in the grammar of the stage, eloeution, the 
use of the foils and broad sword, the art of 
“making up” the face for character, the 
cheapest mode of preparing a wardrobe, with 
absolute practice of acting on the stagé;‘the 
method of procuring an engagement, and all 
information necessary to prevent the tyro from 
being subject to the usual annoyances and 
impositions. Instruction given in the stage 
business of a single character. Benefits got up 
for Philanthropic and other Societies at very 
reduced charges and a company found if 
required, The office is open every evering 
where casts of pieces may be seen and every 
information given by CHAR Es G, GILBERT. 





CASINO DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOL- 
BORN. OPEN EVERY EVENING, Mag- 
nificently redecorated, and affording accommo- 
dation for udwards of 3000 visitors, Mr, W. M. 
Packer's splendid and well-known band will 
perform selections of the newest and most 
favourite Dance Music, including the following— 
Wartzes: “Our Beautiful World,” Jolly, 
*“Erinnerung au Berlin,’ Labitzky, “Snew- 
drop,’ Leslie, ‘ Marinette,” Keenig,) ‘Le 
Prophete,” Etling, and - *Rose. d'Amour,” 
Barrett. Potkas~—‘ Crystal Fountain,” Jul- 
lien, “ Lydia,” S.J, Stephens, ** Talbot,’’ Mont- 
gomery, “ Tiger,”” Mellon, “ English Bloomer” 
A. Tolkein. QuapRILLes— “ Prodigal’”* and 
** Exhibition,” Jullien, * Bridal,” A. Tolkien, 
and ‘Bon Temps,” ‘Montgomery. © Sewor- 
TESCHES—* Queen’s,”’, : Marehan, )::“ ‘Carlotia,”’ 
Zerbini, ‘‘ Madeline,” Frewin; and ‘‘ Leonora,”’ 
Jarvis, Garops—‘*La Gazelle,” N. Mori, 
— Duke of Cambridge,” Ernesto, ‘‘ Amagon 
and Tiger,’ Jullien, ** Cuckoo,”’ Gungl, and 
‘“* Edina,” G. Stanley. M.C.’s Messrs. Gijovan- 
nelli, Wood, and Henry Mott. The picture 
galleries, divan and balconies, command 
a complete view of the ball room, Doors 
open at Half-past Seven, and close at Twelve, 
Admission Is. 
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